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civilization in the past is no indication that he will not do so in the
future. The White race had not produced the industrial civilization
some three centuries ago, nor the wireless until very recently. The
realities of to-day were the almost inconceivable fables of some
time ago. The civilization of the United States of to-day is not the
same as it was two centuries ago. Even to-day in the United States
itself are to be found White people who live in conditions which
may be called primitive. Writing in the New York Times (Febru-
ary 18, 1935) and the New York Times Magazine (March 24,1935),
Mr. Meyer Berger gives a graphic account of the Conklin family
which lived a primitive life in a forest clearing only thirty-two
miles fom New York. The Conklins were of "pure English stock"
and settled in Rampos over one hundred and fifty years ago. Other
families were the Hogenkamps, Starrs and Pitts. These forest-
dwellers had no formal marriage ceremonies; they never used cash;
their principal occupation and source of income was the making
of primitive wooden ladles and other wooden ware, of hampers
and fruit baskets out of beaten and hand-dried swamp maple; their
womenfolk seldom came out of the cabins, and never when strangers
were about; they used mattresses, but never beds; they were wholly
illiterate; the women did not wear shoes; and Mr. Berger found a
bare-footed woman in slovenly calico chopping wood, "waking the
mountain echoes with each stroke."

There does not seem to be any correlation between the White
race and highly-developed civilization and the Black race and
primitive civilization. With reference to a contrary thesis of the
racialists, asks Professor Arnold J. Toynbee: "How, on this show-
ing, could the Cantonese become converted to Far Eastern civil-
ization a dozen centuries ago-----or the Scottish highlanders to our

Western civilization one century ago, when they had proved their
incapacity for civilization by having previously remained outside
the pale? At the moment of their cultural conversion, did they
undergo some kind of racial transubstantiation? Were they sud-
denly and mysteriously endowed with some inward spiritual grace
of which no outward visible sign could be detected even by the
trained ethnologist's eye? Such are the extravagances into which